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ON COMMERCE, 
ALTHOUGH Iam none of thofe who fhare in 


the luxuries that commeree may procure, I will uncer- 
take its defence, as I am ‘convinced of its advantages, 
and that its'inconvemiencies arife like all other evils, 
from our abufe of its benefits. 

In vain willat be faidthat it increafes the nuiaber ef 
our wants: was this proved, yet it would be impoflible 
te remove the caufe without re-plunging nations into 4 

pitate of barbarity, which would not, like in former times, 
be attended with~innocence. Commerce has alwa ays 
been the effect, as wellas the caufe of plenty, 1 ap- 
pears to be as ancient as the world itfelf, and before the 
idifcovery of navigation, nature had poovided mankind 
ith the means of exchanging the commodities of one 
ation, with thole of another. It feems proved that 
hofe ef the North travelled in their canoes to the In- 
lies, to-barter their furs againftthe gold and ‘Precious 
ones of that country. © The wife Solomon, who reign- 
-d onthe barren and ftoriy Paleftine, fent his fleets from 
he port of -Afiongaber now Eliath, to fetch goods 
rom the remoteft parts of Afiaand Africa—Thofe vir- 
uous patriarchs who led their immenfe flocks from one 
‘lace to. another are reprefented, as rich in gold, and 
f it was not known thatthey dealt in mere and cattle, 
iat circumftance would prove it to us 
in thofe countries, where commerce flourifhes the 
ris, I do not fee much <3 aa ; Are we to envy the 
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62 On Commerce. ; 


fate ef the frozen Laplander in his fmokey habitation,or 
that ofthe Kamtfchatkadale eating his rottemffh? And 
yet the Laplander drives his rein deer th rough 
feas of fnow, to barter his furs again{t forthe of 
the comforts that can render life tolerable. Thofe 
parts of the earth that are the lefs habitable are the lels 
productive, and nature has lavifhed her treafures in the 
temperate parts wm where they may be ufeful toa 
gearter number of men. 
Commerce is one of the confequences of the improve- 
ment of the humana mind, and thofe who deplore its 
exiltence might as,well lament the progrefs of arts and 
{clences, that are beneficent to mankind. Evils, innume- 
rable evils attend our learning ; but as paradoxical as it° 
nay appear, menare not unhappy becauie they are too 
lear ned; but becanfe they are notlearned enough.— 
hat slenty arifes fromcommerce needs no other proof 
than the hiftory of America itfelf ; this country fo 
thinly populated when firft difeoeeniad feemed to wait 
for cultivation, fo that fhe might at once offer an affylum 
and a granary to the inhabitants of the ancient known 
world. Would it be reafonable to fuppofe, that Provi- 
dence had formed 4n immenfe continent to be a blank 
in the univerfe? If fo, its difeovery was a facrilege, 
its population was {till a greater one, and that pro- 
grels of the human mind which prompted men, flaves 
in their own country, to feek.for liberty and plenty in 
America, was the greatett of all evils. As long as this 
continent fhall produce more than what Is neceflar ry to 
its fichabitants, her outward commerce is the debt 
which nature has impofed on her to pay to the lefs hap- 


- py inhabitants of other-countries, itis facred ; and it 


will be long, very long, before America produces 
only enough for her children. 

. If commerce was annihilated, we fhould be more 
criminal than the mifer who buries “his gold, that no 
one, not even himfelf canenjoy it; we fhould be more. 
criminal, for the overplus of nature’s produdions are 


more neceflary, and more particularly given to man 
than gold. 
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Behold the man who lives with his family remote 
from ail intercourfe ; his field is neglefted, his children 

are n#ked and half famifhed, he does not raife enovgh 
‘of gr ain, he is afraid of saiiog too much, and where in- 
‘tereft is pot the prompter of human iniduttry, other fen- 
timents are without power. 

W here the government is good and mild, if you fee 
every thing neglected, and every branch of indultry 
languifhing, you may conjeCture that there is a want of 
commerce, 

An exclufive branch of trade will likewife bring po- 
verty on the country, which undertakes it, to the utter 
ruin of any other. Itisthusthat Virginia and Mary- 
land have exhaufted the foil by the culture of tobacco ; 
it has indeed enriched a number of mafters; but it ts 
in the miferable huts of their hungry flaves that 
you may fee the want of the more deftrable and folid 
advantage of grain. That tobacco brings the matter a 
largetumof money of which he would think the leatt 
partall employed in purchafing grain for his negroes. 
There and in S. Carolina, tobacco and cotton have al- 
ready created the too dreadful extremes of exceflive 
riches andequal poverty. It is in happy Pennfylvania, 
that one may fee the effects of a mixed cultivation and 
commerce. Eafe and plenty there make nature {mile, 
without forcing her to frown upon the haughty rich, 
or to ilied a tear onthe ftarving unfortunate ! 


(To be continued. ) 
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SELECTIONS. 


BLOGRAPHICAL. 


CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


— —— 
(Continued from page 59. ) 
BUT che time had now arrived, when a new di- 
reftion was to be given to his parfuits. The real caufe 
ei this event, which invyelved fo many important con- 
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fequences, can only be gueffed at. The fons of the 
Lords Guilford:and Holland, were both poffeffed of ta- 
lents ; the one perhaps:afpired. to, the other enjoyed, 
the fupreme command ;.and like two great men of an- 
tiquity, the firft, perhaps, could not brook a fuperior, 
nor the fecond.a rival. The enmity was firk developed 
in the refufal of a petty appointment, it increafed on the 
memorable examination of the Rev. Mr. Horne, now 
John H. Tooke, at the bar of the Houfe of Commons; 
and finally became public, in confequence of the follow- 
ing billet; couched with alt the energy of Spartan 
brevity: 


“* His Majefty has thought proper to order a new 
** commiffion of the treafury to be made out, in which I 
** don’t. perceive your name. 

. Norts.” 
“ The-Hon..Mr. Fox.””” 


Coafidering this not merely as an injury, butaninfult, 
the enmity of Mr. Fox from that moment became pub- 
lic, and he at length raifed fuch a conftitutional oppofi- 
tien to the adminiftration of the noble lord who had 
thus treated him in a manner bordering on contempt, 
that he,in the end, fubverted his power,and dragged his 
antagonilt to the very edge of the feaffold. 

In. the mean time, Lord. Holland died, leaving a large 
fum of money,.and confiderable efates in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kingfgate, with the houfe there, built in 
imitation of Tully’s Formiau villa, on the coaft of 
Baia, to his fon Charles. Hewas thus in poffeilion of 
a plentiful fortune, and had he retatmed it, would have 
ftood upon high ground in point of confequence :. for 
thefe bequefts, in addition tothe clerkfhip of the pelis 
in Ireland, foon after fold to Mr. Jenkinfon, now Lord 
Liverpool, muft have produced a nett anmual income of 
more than 4,000/. per annum. 

After the-difipation of this large property, a: com- 
mon.mind would have, perhaps, bent under the calami-. 
ty ; his, on the contrary, feems. to have rebounded from 
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ttie fall; and inftead of finking into defpair, to have ac- 
tually foared into eelebrity, and even independence. 

A. new and a noble field now opened to his ambition ¢ 
and he commenced his career as.a patriot, on principles 
which Locke has upheld, and Sydney would not have 
blufhed to fupport. The members of that admini(tra- 
tion, fuppofed by fome to be only the puppets of a nor- 
thern peer, had rendered themfelves detefted by the 
oppreflion of Mr. Wilkes, the profecution of the prin- 
ters, the countenance given to the riots at Brentford, 
and the military execution ia St. George’s-fizlds. 

Another event of infinitely greater magnitude now 
filled up the bitter draught of popular odium ;. and the 
previous oppreflion, and threatened fubjugation of 
America, aroufed a general fpirit of refiitance withia 
the mother country, and pointed the finger of public 
vetigeance at the devoted head of the premier. For- 
tunately for Mr. Fox’s confiitency, his conduét refpect- 
ing the tranfatlantic conteft, was ever ftrictly uniform ; 
‘ and on this, ason a.fubfequent occafion, he faw afar off, 
anticipated the impending calamities, and predicted the 
accumulation of misfortunes, which afterwards. overs 
whelmed the nation.. 

Accordingly, in 1774, he oppofed the introduction of 
the Bolton port bill, and apologifed for the condu& of 
the colonies. In his fpeech on this occafion, he ar 
raigned the conduct of the minifter in bold and energe- 
tic language, and explained the principles of the vio- 
lated: conititution, witli an eloquence worthy of the 
caufe. The treafury bench began, for the firit time, te 
calculate the lofs.it had fuftaiaed, the oppofition to eftt- 
mate the ftrength it had acquired, while the people re- 
joiced to behold, in the perfon of a youthful fenator, 
whom they had been taught to confider as an encmy, 2 
firm, an intrepid, and am eloquent advocate, fuch as 
would not have difgraced Rome in her beft days: 

On this occafion, he fat on: the fame feat as a Saville, 
a Barre, a. Dunning, and a Burke, with the laf of 
whom.he had frequently broken a lance, in the war of 


argument, from the oppolite fide of the houfe ; and he 
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has fince candidly avowed, that from this celebrated! 
man he firft imbibed thefe enlightened maxims of go- 
verument, profeffed and ated: upen by the pupil, alas ! 
when the matter himfelf feemed to have abandoned 
vem. 

On the difcuffion of Mr. Burke's conciliatory pra- 
pofitions in 1775, he ftrenyoufly fupported the liberal 
fchemes of policy pointed out by that gentleman, and. 
{poke and voted during the whole conteit in direct op- 
pofition to that criminal fytem, which it had been 
fondly and fallactoufly proguolfticated was to produce 
the unconditional fubmiilion of the ‘colonies, and tay 
them proftrate at the feet of the mother country ! 

At length all the evils that had been forefeen were 


realifed. America, driven to defpair, declared herfelf 


free and. independent ;.. monarchical France exerted 
her protecting arm acrofs the Atlantic ; the capture of 
Burgoyne and Cornwallis proclatmed the triumphs of 
liberty ; and a new conflagration lighted up in Europe, 
by the fire-brands that had been f{cattered in another 
hemifphere, wafted the ftrength and exhaufted the re- 
fources of England. : 

At the general ele&tion in 1780, the family-borough 
of Midhurft falling into other hands, and Mr. F. bluth- 
ing, perhaps at the idea of violating the very fpirit and 
eilence of a conftitution, which he now began, for the 
firft time, to underftand and veuerate, determined to 
become a candidate for the city of Weltminfter ; and 
he at length fucceeded, after a violent conteit, in which 
he baffied not only all the intereft of the Newcaftle fa- 


mily, but alfo all the influence of the Crown, both of 
which were powerfully, but unfuccefsfully, exerted 


againft him, Being now the reprefentative, not of a 
petty venal borough, but of a great city, and that too 
without any expenfe to himfelf, he appeared in parlia- 
ment in a more dignified capacity, and acquired a conii- 
derable increafe of weight and confequence. / 
Soon after this, the miniftry began to totter, andthe 
political rats were in motion, in order to defert the 


fuking. fabric. A minority at firft contemptible in 
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Mr. Fox. Gs 


poi int of mumbers, but always formidable m refpect to_ 
integrity and abilities, and which then claimed the pre- 
fent premier amongit the mon zealous of. its partifans, 
had iitcreafed in power and popularity. The minilters 
were aflailed withia by the thunders of svae ates ‘ 
without, they were overwhe!med by the clamours of a 
indignant people: to proceed 3 n the war was ruin ; 
and to recede, betrayed them into perfonal danger. 
At length the “ noble lord in the blue ribbon” was hun- 
ted into the toils, and it was hx ped by many, that pub- 
lic juftice awaited his mifdeeds: for in a conteft, in 
which oceans of blood had unjuftly flowed,fome one muft 
have been criminal; and whe niore proper for an expi- 
atory iacrifice, than the oftenfible author of fo man 
calamities? Alas! had puntfhment been inflicted on 
oue tingle folitary individual, all our fubfeguent calami- 
tics might have been averted, and the world taught te 
belie ve, that even in refpect to great 6 offend: rs, fome 
connexion ftill exifted between guilt and punifhment! 
But the Rockingham party contented themfelves with 
the defeat of their opponents ; and Mr. Fox, of courfe, 
‘was nominated toa feat in the cabinet, and appointed > 
one of the fecretaries of ftate. The merit of this 
fhort-lived adiminiftration was confpicuous. Notwith- 
{tanding they had fucceededto an empty exchequer; and 
ageneral war, they yet determined to free the people 
from fome of their numerous grievances ; and had 
they remained a little longer in power, infinitely more 
would Rave been effected. Contraétors were excluded 
by act of parliament from the houfe of commons ; cuf- 
tom and excife officers were difqualified from voting at 
elections ;.the proceedings in regard to Middlefex 
were refcinded ; while a reform-bill, rather fpecious, 
however, in name, than in reality, abolifhed a number of 
ufelefs offices. Amore generous policy was alfo adopt- 
edin_ refpectto Ireland; a general peace was alread 
méditated ; an ancient ally was attempted to be footh- 
ed by an offer of negociation® ; and America, which 


row 





* Mr. Fox, withing to detach the Dutch from the coaliti- 
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F Yo Mr. Fox. 


could not be reftored, was .at leaft intended'to ‘be -con- 


ciliated. 

In the midft ef thefe promifing appearances, she no- 
bleman, who.was the key-ftone that fupportedt e dif- 
cordant materials of the political arch, died fudaenly, 
and the councilboard was initantly divided by political 
{chifms. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne, who appears at this pe- 
riod to have had the ear of theking, anda majority is 
the cabinet, was immediately entrulted with the reins 


of adminiftration, and Mr. Fox determining, (to make . 


ufe of his own language,) “ never to connive at plans 
‘** in private, which he could not publicly and confift- 
** ently avow,” retired from office with a numerous and 
refpectable body of his friends. 

In the mean time, the party leftin poffeffion of all 
the great offices, concluded a peace with America, 
France, and Holland ; but their adminiftration proved 
of fhort duration, fora grand political confederacy had 
now been formed againftthem. This, under the name 
ef “the coalition,” foon fubverted their power, and 
fupplanted them in office. No event, in our time, has 
produced more obloquy than the alliance between Mr 


Fox and Lord North; and it is not to be concealed, 


that it was even then pregnant with inaufpicious refults, 
and has fince been productive of the moft finifter confe- 
quences, as it enabled an ambitious young man to give 
the firft tab to the conftitution, by fettng a vote ef the 
houfe of commons, hitherto deemed inviolable, at defi- 
ance. The “ India Bill,” of which Mr. Burke is faid 
to have been the penman, provedthe rock, on which 
the veffel of the H?-paired colleagues foundered ; andit 
is nota little memorable, that their more fortunate rk 
vals revived this very meafure, and carried it trium- 
phantly through Parliament ! 

We now behold Mr. Fox, onte more, divefted of 
power, reduced to fhelter himfelf againit accidents in 


on with the houfe of Bourbon, wrote a letter to M. Simolin, 





_ the Ruffian minifter, in which he offered to foim-a new treaty 
“en the bafis of that of 1674, 


~ 
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Mr. Fox. 69 


the reprefentation of the * Orkney Ifles; and to con- 
tend with an unexampled perfeverance for a‘feat as 
member for Weftminfter ; which, after a memorable 
ferutihy, # ‘an immenfe expenditure, he at length ob- 
tained. 

He has fince been re-elected to the fame honorable 
poft, and has fteadily combated, as a reprefentative of 
the people, the influence of the crown; which, in his 
opinion, alone conftitutes and produces all their griev- 
ances. His fubfequent conduct has been fuch as to re- 
ftore the current of popularity, and raife his name-high- 
erthan before. His grand maxim, and furely it is im- 
mediately connected with the profperity, and, perhaps, 
the exiftence, of a manufacturing and commercial! coun- 
try, is the maintenance of peace. With this object in 
view, he oppefed a conteft with Ruffia, about the for- 
trefs of Oczakow, and a conflict with Spain conceriuing 
the peltry of Nootka Sound. 

Durmg the firft ftages of that melancholy event 
which led to the regency bill, Mr. Fox was wandering 
through the delightful regions of modern Italy, and 
feemed enchanted once more to tread on claflic land. 
From this charming fpot, he was called to witnefs and 
to participate in far different feenes, and finally to be- 
hold the party he oppofed more firmly feated in power 
than before. 

He has been blamed for his conduct during the 
Impeachment of Mr. Haftings, but he was fupported by 
a majority of the Houfe of Commons on that occafion, 
and by nearly all his political enemies. This meafure 
was abfolutely neceflary, in order to clear the honor of 
the nation, and proved tothe oppreffed inhabitants of 
India, that in England they would ftill find avengers. 
It is not to be denied, however, that the trial was 


 — 





_* This is rather incorre&, Mr. Fox being returned fer the 
diftri& of boroughs, called Tain, Dingwall, &c. ke. Even 
bere, however, he was oppofed by Sir John Sinclair, but the 
intereft of the prefent Lord. then Sir Thomas Dundas, final- 
ly prevailed. 
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vis) Anecdote of Algernon Sidney. 


fpun out to amo oppreflive length, and that the fup- 
poled culprit at length ceafed to be odius in the eyes 
ef the people. The forms of the Houfe of Peers, as a 
court of juftice, are indeed unfavorable to te difpatch 
of bufinefs, but the managers ought, perhaps, either to 
have accelerated thefe, or to have withdrawn from a 
ftrugele, when they percetved that the firft ftep toward 
puntihment confifted in the oppreflion of even a.guilty 
individual ! 

No fooner did the French nation evince a fincere de- 
fire to fhake off the dominion of abfolute power, 
than he hailed the aufpicious dawn of rifing liberty, and 
deprecated the interference of this country, in a quwat- 
ral hoftile to the principles on which fhe had founded 
her préud pre-eminence. On this occafion he experi- 
enced the dereliCtion of many of his aflociates, and 
among others of that man af whofe lips he had firit im- 
bibed the principles of freedom. Finding, however, 
that he and his friends were reduced to a icanty mino- 
rity, he has fince retired, in a great meafure, from pub- 
lic bufinefs, and left the minifter to triumph by means 
of the majorities'in his mtereft. Nor is this all, for 
his name has been lately {truck out from the hit of pri- 
vy counfellor ; an-event unexampled in the pre- 


fent reign, and only once exercifed during the laft, in re- 


fpet toa nobleman accufed of cowardice and difaf- 
fection. (To be coneluded. ) 
——: QD: a—- 
Aneedote of Algernon Sidney. 

THE following anecdote will thew what a daring and intre- 
pid fool this man poffeffed—W hile in France, as Col, Sidney 
was bunting with the Freach King, being mounted on a fine 
Englifh horfe, whofe form and fpirit caught the King’s eye, 
he received a meffage that he would pleafe to oblige the King 
with the horfe at his own price. He anfwered that he did not 
choofe to part with him. The King determined to have no 
denial, and gave orders.to tender him oney or to feize the 
horfe ; which being made known to Mr. Sidaey, he inftantly 
took a piftol and fhot him; faying, that his horfe was born 
a free creature, had ferved a free nian, and fhould not be 
mattered by a King of flaves! 
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Filial Piety Exemplificd. 4 











The following most sublime and affedting instance of 
filial aff eétion in a French lady, does honour to the buen 
man charaéter,and particularly to tbe female sex. Ta- 
ken*from a London print, it bas already been often re- 
published inthis country : but its publicity cannot. be 
too extensive. So good a girl ought to be had iy ever- 
lasting remembrance. 


FILIAL PIETY EXEMPLIFIED. 























DURING the war of La Vendee, the Duke | 
De al Rochefoucault (condemned to die, as well as his ‘ 
daughter) found in the refources of that affectionate " 
girl the means of concealing himfelf till a period ar- 
rived more favorable to that juftice which he fuccets- 
fully claimed. His daughter’s firft care was to place him 
under the roof and protection of an artifan, who had 
formerly been a domeftic in the Duke’s fervice, after ( 
which fhe procured an affylum for herfelf. They were i 
thus both fecure from the immediate power of their 
perfecutors ; but as the Duke’s property was confifca- 
ted, and as compaflion is apt to grow weary of its good 
offices, the means of their bare fubfiftence were foon 
worn out. While the daughter was fuffering under the 
extreme of poverty, fhe learnt that-her father’s health 


f- @ was declining for wantof due nourifhment. She now 
faw no way but to devote her life to fave her father’s, 
and fhe inftantly made the refolvegit “General of the 
republic at that very time was pafling tm@fough the city 

e- § in which was her place of concealment, and to him fhe 

: wrote the follow!ng letter: 

ne 

4 
i “ Crrizen General, 
= “ Wherever the voice of nature is heard, a daughter 
no May be allowed to claim the compailion of men in be- 
he @ ‘half of her father, Condemned to death at the fame 
sly § “ time with him who gave me being, I have fuccets- 
on § * fully preferved him from the fword of the executi- 
be @ “* Oner, and have preferved myfelf to watch over his 


“ fafety. Butin faving his life, I have not been able 
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* to furnifh all that is neceflary to fupport him. My 
“ unhappy father, whofe entire property is confifca- 
“ ted, fuffers at this moment the want of almoft every 
“ thing. Without clothes, without bread, without a 
“ friend to fave him from: perifhing of want, he has 
* not even the refource of the beggar, which fill fur- 
“ nilhes a little hope, that of being able to: appeal to 
* the compaflionate, and to prefeut his white hairs to 
“ thofe that might be moved te yive him aid ; my fae 
* ther, if he is not fpeedily fuccoured, will die in his 
** place of concealment, and thus, after fnatching him 
“from a violent death, } fh:j! have to fuftain the 
** mournful refleGtion of haying betrayed him to one 
more lingering and painful—ihat of dying of cold 
“* and hunger. 

“ Be the judge, Citizen General, of the ex- 
tent of my misfertune, and own that it is wor- 
thy of pity. One refource is only left to me ; it is 
to cat myfelf upon your generofity, 1 offer you my 
head; I undertake to go, and. to go willingly, to the 
fcaffold, but give immediate fuccour to my dying fa- 
ther. Below I give you the name of my place of 
concealment ; there I will expeét death with pleafure, 
if I may promife myfelf that you will be touched with 
my prayers, and will relieve my old and deftitute pa- 
aa aes 

The foldier 
haftened to th 


fooner read this letter than he 
of Madame de Rochefoucault, 
and not only reli; cd her father, but fecretly protected 
both, and after, the 9th Thermider, procured the refto- 
ration of M. de Rochefoucaults property, by a revilion 
ef their fentence. 

— Te 


Advice to the Bloods of the hour. 
-INTEMPERANCE 







Brives Wit out of the head, Money out of the pock- 
et, Wine out of the bottle, Elbows out of the coat, 
and Health owt of the body. | 











a 


5 


at, 


History of Maria Ar. dd. 73 
HISTORY OF MARIA ARNOLD. 


IT is three years fince I refided at the village of 
Ruyt——le, pidlurefquely fituated on the banks of the 
rapid S———le. Here, under an humble roof, and 
hard by the village church, dwelt the worthy but un- 
fortunate Frederick Arnold, the curate of a fimple 
flock, and Maria, his only daughter. Frederick, when 
I firft knew him, was near fixty, a man of confiderable 
judgment and great fenfibility ; his religion was ratione 
al and his charity was extenfive: for, although the cu- 
racy was but {mall, yet, by temperance and economy, 
he contrived to beftow more than thofe of thrice his pro. 
perty. His manners were mild and engaging, his fea- 
tures expreflive, and when he [poke to the diftreffed, his 
eyes beamed a fweetneds I fliall never forget; it was 
like the rays of an evening fun when he fhines through 
the watry mift. By this mode of conduct he became the 
father of the village; not a foul but would willingly 
have facrifced his happinefs to oblige my amiable 
friend. Methinks I fee him now walking acrofs the 
grecn that {preads from the parfonage to the water’s | 
fide. Here, if the morning proved a fine one, would 
the young men and maidens of the village affemble to 
falute their paftor, and happy were they, who received 
a nod, a fmile, or praife of gratulation. Here alfo 
would his daughter often come attendant on her father, 
whom if,,in my veneration for his charaéter, I could ac- 
cufe of any fault, it was in a too doating fondnefs for 
this lovely girl. Maria Arnold was then eighteen, and 
though not handfome, yet was there a foftnefs and ex- 
preflion in her countenance far fuperior to any regula- 
rity of feature ; her eyes were dark, full, and liquid ; 
her lips red and promineat ; her hairof a deep brown; 
her complexion pale, but when rather heated, a deli- 
cate fuffufion overfpread her cheek ; and her perfon, 
although fomewhat large, was elegant and well formed, 
‘lo thofe external graces were fuperadded the much 
more valuable ones of mos v of difpofition and tender 
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‘mefs of Héart. Maria wept not only at the tale of 


fiction, at the fufferings of injured beauty or graceful 
heroifm, her pity and her bounty were extended to 


‘the loathfome feenes.of fqualid poverty and pale dif- 


éafe. Behold yon little cot, the woodbine wind- 
ing over its mofiy thatch! how often in that little 
cot have I feen her foothe the torture of convulfive 


sagony. “See ! one hand fupports that old man’s hoary 


head : his languid eyes are fixedon her’s, and feeble.as 
the gufhing tear pours down his weathered cheek, he 
‘bleffes the compaflionate Maria. Thou gentle being! 
ever in the hour of penfive folitude, when fled from 


scares that vex my fpirit, ever did I call tomind thy mo- 


‘Geft virtues ! Even now, whilft. mufing on the fcenes of 


_Ruyfd——le—even now my fancy draws the very 


room where, when the evening clofed the labours of the 
weary villager, the converfation or the mufic of Matia 
added rapture to the focial hour. It was plain, but 
elegant, and ornamented with fome fketches of Maria’s 
in aguatinia. At one end ftood her -harpfichord, and 
near it a mahogany cafe of well cholen books: one 
window looks upon the green: and the ether, the up- 
per panes of which were overfpread by the interming- 
ling fibres of a jeflamine tree, -had the view of a large 
garden where the fortunate combination of ufe and 
picturefque beauty tceok place under the dire€iion of 
my friend. Here, the window fhutters clofed, and the 
candles brought in, would Arnold, in his arm chair, 
and the tear of fendneis farting in his eye, liften to 
the melting fweetnefs of Maria’s voice, or converfing 


_ on fubjeéts of tafte and morality, inftruét while he high- 


Jy entertained his willing auditoes. 

It was in one of thofe folitary moments of refleti- 
on, Sir, when the mind feeds on paft pleafure with a 
melancholy joy,that I determinedto take the firft op- 
portunity of once more fecing my beloved Arnold and 
his daughter : and itis three years fince having pre- 
pared every thing forthe purpofe, I left my houfe early 
4a the morning: my heart throbbed with impatience, 


and, full of anticipation, I ~promifed myfelf much and 
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jafting happinefs. Occupied by thefe flattering ideas, 
I arrived in the afternoon of the third day, withina mile 
of Ruyfd——le. It had been for fome time gloomy,and 
during the laft hour there fell much and heavy rain, 
which increafing rapidly and the thunder being heard on 
the hills, IT rode up toa farm houfe within a few paces 
of the road. Here I met with a cordial welcome from 
the mafter of the humble manfion whom [| had known’ 
at Ruyid——le, and for whom I had a fincere regard : 
he fhook me heartily by the hand, and fat me down to 
his beft fare: and having dried my clothes, and taken 
fome refrefhment, I toldhim, that I had come to fee 
the good curate and his daughter. Scarce hadI finith- 
ed the fentence when the poor man burft into tears. 
‘‘ Thomas! Lexclaimed youalarm me. What is the 
‘“‘ ghatter ?”? Ah, your honour, I muf needs give way 
“to it, elfe my heart would break! we’ve had fad 
‘** work; I am fure your honour would never have got- 
** ten over it! Mafter Arnold, your honor.—* What 
* of Arnold,is he ill? ‘* No, your honor,”—‘* What 
**-then ?”—* But Mifs Maria.”—‘* What of her ?”?—~ 
‘“* Milfs Maria, your honour, is to be buried to morrow 
** morning: there is not adry eye inthe village, your 
honour: fhe was fo kind and charitable to the poor, 
and {poke fo fweetly, that we all loved her as if 
fhe had been our own child. Ah! your honour, 
many a time and oft have [ feen her weep when 
‘¢ poor folks were diftreffed and ill. ** Phomas,” would 
“the fay, for fhe would ofter come down, your honour, 
when my wife lay badly. “ Thomas, how does Ma- 
fy do? Don’t be out of fpirits, for what with my 
nurfing and your’s, Thomas, fhe will foon be better.” 
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§ ‘° Andthen fle wonld fit down by the bed fide, and 


“* fpeak fo fweetly, your honour,that [ cannot help cry- 


ing when I think on’t. God knows fhe has been cru- 
elly dealt by, and if your honour will give me leave, 
{ will tell you all about it.” 1 bowed my head, and 
the farmer went on. 

(Zo be continued) 
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Punishment of Avarice. 


OMAR; 


OR, THD PUNISHMENT OF AVARICE, 


AS OMAR, the hoary andthe wife, was fitting at 
the door of his cell, he looked up towards the defert, 
and faw a cloud of duit that afcended from the earth 
to heaven: the caravan was returning from Cairo with 
merchandize andtreafure ; he hearda cunfufed nurmer 
of various founds, and at length the camels and the 
multitude appeared. When they came up, Omar beck- 
ened with his hand, and cried out, hear me ye fons of 
traffic, ye labourers of anxiety and forrow: gold is 
bright as the morning, but fatal as the orm at mid- 
night ; ; beware of the fileat approach of the ferpeat, 
beware or the beauty of woman, but chiefly beware of 
the power of gold. It is produced amoug the poifons 
in the bowels of the earth, and its fruits are calamity 
andguilt. The caravan ftopped, for every one reve- 
renced the wifdom andvirtue of Omar. I will tell you 
faid Omar, the adventures of Sadir, Haran, and Zimur. 

Sadir, Haran, and Aimur were friends ; amiable 
and young, their feet had not yet deviated from 
the paths of. virtue, They fet out together on a jour- 
ney, and as they travelled along the plains of Hindof- 
tan, it happened that they found a treafure. This was 
at once the teft of virtue andfriendihip. Every heart 
throbbed, and every brea‘t was open to mirth and plea- 
fure. To divide tt, would have been an outrage on the 
delicacy and confidence of their amity. Let the bounty 
of heaven, faid they, be the common blefling of us all. 
Mutually to fhare without divifion, will at once gratify 
and increafe our confidence and love. As they had 
now the means of enjoyment, they determined to enjoy : 
they travelled by thocier ftag2s, and they procured eve- 
ry accommodation that wealth coald buy. When they 
reached the next town, Zimuc was deputed by Saadir 
and Haran to procure them prov¥fions, an office that 
‘fuited his tate, his knowledge, and his aétivi- 
ty. Asioon as he wis gone, Sadir and Haraa eyed 
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their treafure, and fat fome time filent : at length they 
ftole a glance ateach other, each was confcious of his 
own ewilh, and thought he faw it reflected from the 


countenance of his friend. ‘They began a cone 
t verfation, in which a wifh was mutually difclofed by 
‘ almoft imperceptible degrees. If we flould now fe- 
h cure this gold and depart, faid Sadir, whom could Zi- 
h mur blame but his own indifcretion ; would it not 
r make two happier than three? Shall we not gain at 
e leaft what he will loofe, and can we deferve an oppor- ; 
- tunity that we neglect to improve? 
a The wife only faid Haran, are appointed to profpe- 
3 rity ; 4imur has no right to fhare the treafure with us, : 
- @ andwe fhallonly fulfil an unchaageable decree if we 
4 keep the whole to ourfelves. It is trus replied Sadir, for ; 
£ @ if he fhouldagain find us, he may quefion the determt- 
$ nation,and claim his part ; this, faid Haran, mutt be pre- 
y vented. The dead are filent and ceafe from trou. 


4 


bling. Such was the wiih thet gold excited in the 


u hearts of Sadtr and Haran, and fuch was the crime by | 
te Which it was tobe accomplilaed. Zamar returned im ‘ 
e the evening, weary with labor, and pieafed with the an- 

a ticipation of refzcthment and ret. But his affociates 

‘. feized him at a difadvantage, extended him upon the 

¥ earth, and ftrangled him with his turban. 

s When he was dead, they fat down to the repaft he 

t had provided for them: butin a few moments the hand 

\- of death was upon them. They became pale; they 

e fhuddered ; a cold {weat covered their limbs, and they 

y gazed at each other without power. to fpeak. In this 


L. {peechlefs agony of dzf>air and horror, the ftruggle of 
nature for life was fliort, and both funk down together, 
were convulfed, groaned and expired. 

Was this the work of a divine avenger? Did the 
Almighty punith by controuline ature, and was the 
juftice miraculous, that puilt might tremble?—Is not 
nature the handimaid of the Almighty, and wickednefs 
the: caufe of his difpleafure ? Zimur had poifoned the 
food he hadvobtained, that he might the more eafily fe 
cure the treafure, and get rid of his companions? 
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The treafure is without a mafter; to whom it fhall 
belong? Let not your hearts, ye fons of traffic defire it 
even in fecret, left the crimes you now tremble at, ye 


_ may ere long be induced to commit yourfelves, and 


without regret. 
, [CO :) ea-_— 





THE RIVER Sr. LAWRENCE. 

NATURE has formed America, particularly with 
refpect to rivers, ona much larger fcale than the other 
quarters of the globe. Among its moft noble rivers is 
that of St.Lawrence, This river beginning at Lake On- 
tario, and extending tothe ocean, is feven hundred and 
forty-three miles in length. At its mouth, it is ninety 
miles wide. At Cape Cat, which is one hundred and 
forty miles from its mouth, the St. Lawrence is thirty 
miles wide. At Quebec, which is four hundred miles 


from its mouth, it is five miles wide. Up to this dif- . 


tance from the ocean, the river-is navigable by fhips of 
the line. Atandnear Kingfton, which is fituated at 
the fource of the St. Lawrence, tbat 7s, feven hundred 
and forty-three miles from the ocean, the river 1s faid 
to be from two and a half to fix miles wide. The 
channel of this river, it is reported, is better now than 
itwas when the river was firft difcovered by civilized 
pe: During the fpring fioods, the waters from 

ke Ontario ru‘h down with fuch rapidity and irrefilti- 
ble force as to remove the beds of. gravel and even 
large ftones in the St. Lawrence ; whereby its channel 
is gradually cleared, extended and deepened. 

When the lands on either fide of this vaftly extenfive 
river fhall be cultivated, immenfe will be the quantities 
of produce which it will waft to the ocean. 
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ANECDOTE. 

A perfon thinly dreffed, in a very hot day, fitti 
down in a violent perfpiration, was cautioned 
<a cold. ‘‘ Catchit,” faid he, wiping! his ~~ 
* where? I wif I could catch it.” 
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HINTS TO THE LADIES. 


[IT is not my intention to enter into a defeription 
of all*the vices and * little follies” attendant ona fa- 
fhionable life; nor would I, even for a moment, unju‘t- 
ly wound the feelings of thofe fportive nymphs who 
buz in the funfhine of meridian {plendour. 

I have been a partaker of many of the public amufe- 
ments of our city, and a filent fpectator of the diclen- 
fion of morals. I have feen Scand2i clafp the hands of 
her fiters, Envy and Melice, and form a phalanx again{t: 
Truth, Virtue,and Foy. Lhave feen (and turned afide 
and wept when I faw it,) an affemblage of prudes, co- 
quettes, and aged maidens, a melancholy proof of female 

§ degeneracy, andthe negle€t of primitive manners, ha- 
bits, and cuftoms. I have feen the molt lovely of the 
§ fair, clothed in fmiles, and refembling angels, proftitute 
their talents in murdering the reputation, and wound- 
Bing the fenfibility of thofe ftill more lovely. I have 
feen the countenances of thofe to whom nature had not 
been bountiful, befmeared with a naufeous preparation, 
g2s difgufting to the eye as loathfome to the heart. I 
have feen the pert Miss affeét the Matron, and {mile 
when I faw the Matron aflume the frivolities of youth. 
I have feen the giddy and thoughtlefs Marra give her 
hand to the aged but wealthy FLorio ; and, in the af- 
terfcene, the faine eyes have feen her {miles converted 
into remorfe, and tears of repentance. I have feen the - 
youthful Anonzo lavifhing kiffes on the fhrivelled lips 
of his grand-mother bride, becaufe thofe lips had faid, 
‘ come and Ipend my fortune.” And, to crown the 
grand catalogue of vices, Il have feen the folemnites cf 
marriage put afide, and the privileges of honeft wed- 
Jock affumed, in defiance of the fcorn of men, and the 
engeance of God. Infernal profligacy ! 

How folemn is marriage! How often fhould youth 
paufe and reflect before thev enter on this new ftate of 
being ! How induftrious fhonld they be in ftorin 

hei minds with ufeful knowledge! They fhould well 
remember that they are foreging chains which ure 
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lafting as life; fetters which remorfe, difappointmert, 
or forrow cannot remove. ‘Ihenlet the youth, of both 
fexes ; the gay and grave,retire in filence to theirclofets. 
Let hub reflect on the great ‘yftem of creatiofn—on 
the nature of men and things—ou the tranfient period 
of their fojourning—on the ccres, anxieties, and diffi- 
culties they muf expedt toencounter; and, by fo do- 
ing, it themfelves to fill the various “tations affigned 
them, with credit to themfelves, and henour to their © 
parents ; and rife to the fummit of happinefs in this 
world, anc to eternal glory in that which is to come. 


OBSERVER. 


—— 


ORIENTAL ANECDOTE. 


A woman was walking, and a man looked at her. 
The woman faid, “*Why do you follow me?” He an- 
fwered, “* Becaufe I have fallen in iove with you.’ 
The woman faid, ** Why are your in love with me? 
My filter is much handiomer than me—fhe i is coming 
afterme—go and make love to her.” ‘I he man turned 
back, and faw a woman with an ugly face : being great- 
ly difpleafed, he went away tothe firft woman, and faid, 
“ow ie do you tell a ftory!” The woman anfwered, 
“ Neither did you {peak the truth; for, if you are in 
love with me, why did you go after another woman ?” 
‘Fhe man was confounded. | 


MAXIMS. 
He thinks but ill whedoth not think twice of a 
thing. . 
Gaming fhews what metal a man is made of. 
That pleafure’s much too dear which is bought with 


any pain. 
Be as eafy as you can in this world, provided you 


take good care to be happy in the next. 


A man never lofes by doing good offices to others, 
By doing nothing men learn to do ill. 


